PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY, 8 MAY 2025

PRESENT:  Cllr Julie Tomblin (Chairman), Cllr Alan Stone, Cllr S Rawlinson, Cllr C Brennan,
Cllr Mrs H Lynas, Cllr Mike Evemy (CDC), Cllr Lisa Spivey (GCC), Chris Sutton, Dot Warren, Sue Gulliford, Ken Tomblin, Joy Canton, Susan Hunt, Georgina Windmill, Alison Ward, Adrian Ford, Laura and Mark Childs and Mrs C Braidwood (Parish Clerk)

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
Sue Cameron and Alan Holmes

	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 9 May 2024
It was agreed that the Minutes were a true and accurate record of the previous meeting and were signed by the Chairman.
The Chairman then said that she wanted to acknowledge VE Day today and  remember all who those who died in all wars.

	
	

	3.
	Annual Report of Preston Parish Council 
The Chairman gave the Council’s report as attached.

	
	

	4.
	Annual Reports from County and District Councillors

	
	Cllr Lisa Spivey (GCC) gave her report as attached.

	
	Cllr Spivey explained that following the recent election the make-up of the County Council has changed to 27 Liberal Democrats,11 Reform UK, 9 Green Party, 6 Conservatives and 1 Independent.  The budget of £665m had been set earlier in the year.  A new Chief Executive has been appointed, previously North Somerset.

	
	Cllr Mike Evemy (CDC) gave his report as attached.

	
	Set a budget that should give a surplus for the 2nd year in a row.
Started to bring staff back from Publica into the Council’s employment to strengthen services.
He has become the new Leader of CDC.
Kingshill Lane planning application coming to Committee in the next couple of months.
Cllr Evemy was asked why there had been a problem with waste collections after Christmas, and he confirmed that this had been due to a change in the collection schedules and that it had now been resolved and work is being carried out to improve communications.

	
	

	5.
	Comments from the Public - None

	
	

	6.
	Any Other Business - None

	
	

	7.
	Dr Lucy Bearman-Brown, Senior Lecturer in Zoology, Hartpury. University
The Chairman welcomed Lucy, and she gave an overview of her background and interest in hedgehogs together with the worldwide view of hedgehogs including species and numbers.
· Bird numbers are declining in UK farmland areas as well as hedgehogs also across Europe and other small mammals.
· UK Surveys are based on urban numbers and not very accurate. 
· Hedgehogs are naturally solitary and elusive.  They don’t use pastureland and tend to follow field boundaries – hedges and copses.  
· Hedgehogs and Badgers have an asymmetric intraguild predation relationship.
· They compete for similar food sources, such as macroinvertebrates, beetles, centipedes and millipedes.
· Badgers are the only native UK predator strong enough to kill and eat a hedgehog, making them a significant threat but habitat loss and human activities like intensive farming, tidy gardens, paving, fences, walls, no connection between front and back gardens and lack of hedges are more significant factors in the decline of hedgehog populations. 
· There is a bigger danger from roads, not only from death but some hedgehogs won’t crossroads and this creates pockets where they are no longer able to reproduce.
· A female will generally roam 3 – 4 hectares whilst a male will travel 50 -60 hectares.
· They need a large amount of leaves to make their tightly packed nests so tidy gardens can be a problem.
· Females will be active into June during the day but may have a nest and is out looking for food.
· Juveniles may be seen in late May / early June, but females may still have juveniles until November.
· Hibernation usually takes place between November and March / April with males being the first to go. 
· They may stay in the same nest for 4 – 6 months or may move between nests.
· They don’t eat or drink during this time so can be very dehydrated and hungry when they come out which is when they are more likely to have problems when searching for food and water.
· Connection between gardens is helpful to encourage healthy populations with holes in walls and ramps.  Village wide initiatives to connect all gardens.
· Hedgehogs can swim but are not very agile so need a means of getting out of ponds.
· Log and leaf piles are valuable for encouraging insects and providing shelter for hedgehogs.
· Gardeners should be careful of using chemicals as 75% of hedgehogs tested  recorded positive for various chemicals.  These could be ingested in small amounts that had built up in the body over time.
· Best to feed chicken cat food (wet or dry) but not fish.  Dog food is bulked out so not suitable.  Hedgehogs love mealworms but they can extract calcium from their bones so not good for them.  Better to use cat food.
· Put out extra water bowls if the weather is hot.


Questions
Would Signs Help Prevent Road Casualties ? 
There is little evidence that they have much value, but it could be interesting to carry out surveys before and after.
Ill Hedgehogs
May have been clipped by a car or just come out of hibernation.  If found lying on the ground not moving or wobbling and falling over then probably sick.
If hoglets found being vocal – could have been abandoned and there are likely to be others nearby.
If building a house, what size should the hole be?  
13cm recommended but hogs can squeeze through smaller holes.
Do foxes eat hedgehogs ?
When startled hedgehogs can roll up but leave a leg out that a fox can get hold of otherwise foxes eat mainly roadkill.

A national project is running to map numbers and raise awareness.  There are no records for Preston.  Please log sightings and hog houses.
Bighedgehogmap.org
For more information see the following websites:
Britishhedgehog.org.uk
Hedgehogstreet.org.uk 

Everyone joined the Chairman in thanking Dr Bearman-Brown for her interesting talk and encouraged people to log all sightings on the website




The meeting closed at 20.40
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