PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 3 JULY 2025

PRESENT:

ClIr Mrs J Tomblin (Chairman), Clir A Stone, Clir S Rawlinson, and Clir Mrs H Lynas, ClIlr
C Brennan and ClIir Alan Holmes

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs D Warren, Mrs S Gulliford, Mrs L Hamey, Clir Mike Evemy (CDC) and
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Chairman

Mrs C Braidwood (Clerk)

Apologies and Reasons for Absence
Clir Mrs S Cameron (Personal), Mr Tony Warren, Mrs Rosie Jones and Mr loan Jones,
and ClIr Spivey (GCC).

Declarations of Interest & Code of Conduct

Member’s Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda
ClIr Holmes made his declaration of interests.

Updates to Members’ Register of Interests - None

Minutes from Previous Meetings

Acceptance and signing of the Minutes of the Annua Parish Council Meeting held
on 8 May 2025

RESOLUTION 23/25

Clir Evemy was added to the list of aftendees. The Minutes were then unanimously
agreed as a frue and accurate record and signed by the Chairman

Matters Arising from the Minutes. - None

Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8 May 2025

Clir Evemy was added to the list of attendees and ClIr Spivey removed. The
Minutes were then noted.

Councillor Portfolios
Councillors agreed to the following portfolios:

e Village Hall Trustees - Clir Mrs S Cameron and Clir C Brennan

e Playing Field — Clir Alan Holmes

e Planning, Highways — Clir Alan Stone

e Finance - ClIr Steve Rawlinson

e Police Liaison and Planning — Clir Mrs Helen Lynas
Mrs Warren asked if this information could be circulated to residents, so they knew
who to contact in the event of a problem. It was agreed to do so but residents
should contact the Clerk, in the first instance, when problems arise.

County and District Councillors

Clir Lisa Spivey — Not available

Clir Mike Evemy explained that he has been elected Leader of the District Council.
The CEO has also changed following Rob Weaver's decision to step down and
Jane Portman has been appointed interim CEQO.

Questions and Comments from the Public - None

Chairman’s Report

Clir Mrs J Tomblin reported that she had attended the Fete planning meeting on
Tuesday. The Street Fete will be held on 6 September and people are still needed
to help.

Playing Field
Verbal Report — Nothing fo report.
Update re Lease — Nothing to report.

Village Hall
Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 June 2025 - Noted
Verbal Report from Trustees

11 September 2025.
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Chairman

It is understood that work has been done to address the leak in the roof, but it has
yet to be tested in wet weather.

Village Affairs

Road Sign, Witpit Lane

The speed limit sign and gate have been damaged. Report to GCC Highways.
Drivers Cutting Corner

It was reported that drivers are cutting the corner opposite Preston Fortey and that
flashing speed signs could draw attention and prevent possible accidents.

PCSO at PC meeting

ClIr Stone said that he would like to see PCSO'’s attending Council meetings, but Clir
Lynas explained that the Police don’t have the resources to attend.

Visibility at junction of Witpit Lane and A417

ClIr Stone expressed concern by the lack of grass cutting and it was agreed to
report to GCC Highways.

Footway near Toll Bar

It was noted that nothing had been done about the tree roots and the pile of
tarmac left on the footway that had been reported at the last meeting. It was
agreed to raise this with ClIir Spivey and GCC Highways.

Finance

Certificate of Exemption

RESOLUTION 14/25

As the Council’s turnover during 2024 — 2025 did not exceed £25,000, it was resolved
to submit a Certificate of Exemption to the External Auditor. The form was signed
by the Clerk/RFO and the Chairman.

Bank Reconciliation and Budget Status up to 30 June 2025

RESOLUTION 15/25

It was resolved to adopt the report as attached.

Bills for Payment - None

Clerk’s Salary / Hours and Responsibilities / Job Description

The Clerk advised that she had decided to bring her resignation forward to this
year and fo leave as soon as a replacement can be found. A draft Job
Description and Job Specification had previously been circulated for
consideration. ClIr Lynas agreed to look at these documents and to develop an
advert for circulation together with the Chairman.

RESOLUTION 14/25

It was resolved to pay the Clerk any additional hours worked from March - June
2025 that exceeded those contracted, as attached

Planning
New Planning Applications

25/01623/FUL. Land At Grid Reference 401975 198339 Spratsgate Lane Siddington
Gloucestershire

Installation of solar farm, associated infrastructure, ancillary battery storage units
and grid connection cable run.

RESOLUTION 17/25

Siddington Parish Council were not intending to make an objection, and it was
resolved to do the same.

Planning Applications Awaiting Decision

24/03505/LBC. Buttress Cottage 90 Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR
Replacement of two windows on west first floor elevation

Awaiting Decision

ClIr Stone asked Clir Evemy why the decision is taking so long and he agreed fo
investigate.

24/02513/FUL. Siddington Park Cirencester Road GL7 6GU

Development of land and erection of buildings fo expand an existing Infegrated
Retirement Community (Use Class C2), including landscaping, parking, access and
associated works

Awaiting Decision
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ClIir Evemy advised that new documents had been submitted and that the impact
on tfraffic at the toll bar should be considered.

24/02161/FUL Cluland Farm Preston Cirencester GL7 5PR

Change of use of land from agricultural to mixed agricultural and equestrian.
Construction of mixed-use agricultural barn, mushroom growing barn, polytunnel, 2
no. field shelters and stable block. Improvements to existing access and creation of
parking and turning area.

Awaiting Decision

24/01563/LBC Old Farm House Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR
Replace 5no. windows on front elevation

Awaiting Decision

Decision Notices Received

24/02854/0UT. Residential development for up to 280 dwellings, associated works
including infrastructure, ancillary facilities, open space, landscaping and pumping
station. Construction of a new vehicular access off Kingshill Lane (Outline
application)

Permitted 11 June 2025

Clir Tomblin advised that she had spoken at CDC's Planning meeting and was
extremely disappointed that the Committee had voted against a site visit although
it would have helped to fully understand the layout including the Toll Bar.

ClIr Evemy explained that if a site visit had taken place, it would have extended

beyond the deadline which had to be balanced against the value of a site visit.

ClIr Brennan expressed concern that the size of the application had not been

considered.

Other concerns raised:

e Development is confined to 20% of CDC area — not in the National Landscape.
Planning needs to consider the bigger picture.

e Planning officer made no reference to all the objections raised by residents of
Preston and Kingshill.

¢ Question of a second access for emergency purposes.

e Disappointed that the decision was made by only 9 members.

e Green buffer —rows of free

Other comments:

o Definition of ‘Affordable’ — 80% of market rent, shared ownership (40%), social

rent (20%).

Canresidents meet with the Planning Committee at site visits - Not allowed.

Local Plan is to be completed by the end of 2026

Parish Council had done everything possible including making an NDP.

The Cotswolds now need to provide 1035 houses per year (520 previously).

Need to prove that we don't have the land in order build the number of

houses. LP overridden by nation government policy.

e Number of houses determines the amount of infrastructure needed.

e Parish Council will be able to raise objections to the detailed (reserved
matters) when plans are submitted but not to the principle of the
development.

It was agreed to contact Clir Spivey and request a meeting with the Highways

Officer who is consulted on Planning to meet with the Parish Council to look at the

possibilities for the Toll Bar before reserved matters are presented.

25/00505/FUL. Land Off Kingshill Lane To Witpit Lane Preston Cirencester GL5 5PR
Change of use of the site to a mixture of agriculture and equestrian (Retrospective)
Permitted 16 May 2025

25/01230/FUL. Blackthorns Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR

Variation of condition 3 (Materials to match) of permission 23/00771/FUL - Erection
of single-storey rear extension, detached three bay garage and associated works
Permitted 9 June 2025

Tree Works

25/01595/TPO. Preston Leigh Siddington Gloucestershire

No Objections provided suitable natural species are used o replant

Correspondence
GAPTC - Martyn’s Law - Noted

11 September 2025.
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GCC - Community 20s and Safer Roads Initiative
RESOLUTION 18/25

It was resolved to support the initiative and request further details when available.

Any Other Business

ClIr Rawlinson relayed thanks from the Parochial Church Council for provision of the
churchyard signs.

Date and Time of Next Parish Council Meeting
Thursday, 11 September 2025 in the Village Hall

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 20.46
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