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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 9 JANUARY 2025 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs J Tomblin (Chairman), Cllr A Stone, Cllr C Brennan, Cllr N Price and Cllr Mrs H 

Lynas 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:        Mr Steve Rawlinson, Mrs Sue Gulliford and Mrs C Braidwood(Clerk)  
 

1. Apologies and Reasons for Absence 
Cllr Lisa Spivey (GCC) & Cllr Sue Cameron (Personal) 

  

2. Declarations of Interest & Code of Conduct 

2.1 Member’s Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda - None 

2.2 Updates to Members’ Register of Interests - None 

  

3. Minutes from Previous Meetings 

3.1 Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 14 November 2024 

RESOLUTION 01/25 
The Minutes were unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record and 
signed by the Chairman. 

3.2 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Email to Residents 
It was confirmed that an email, composed by Cllr Lynas, had been circulated 

to residents.  It is hoped to result in volunteers coming forward. 
  

4. Reports from County and District Councillors –  
Neither Cllr Lisa Spivey nor Cllr Mike Evemy were available. 

  

5. Questions and Comments from the Public - None 

  

6. Chairman’s Report – Cllr Mrs J Tomblin 
The Chairman wished everyone Happy New Year and thanked them for their 
support during the preceding 12 months.  
She also thanked Dot Warren for organising the Advent Windows in the run up 
to Christmas and for keeping the Village up to speed on bin collections.  The 
Chairman said how good Mrs Warren is at drawing residents together and 
maintaining contact via the Village WhatsApp. 
Others to be thanked included: 

• Anne Mingins for all she has done over the past 10 years running the 

bookings diary for the Village Hall before deciding to retire, 

• Cllr Stone for working alongside the Village Hall Committee, advising and 
helping  with issues relating to the fabric of the building. 

• Ken Tomblin for organising and carrying out the groundworks at the Hall in 

preparation for the kitchen refurbishments and John Vokes for his able 
assistance. 

It was further notes that the Christmas Carol Singing and Drinks organised by 
the PCC created a lovely atmosphere in the weeks before Christmas. 

  

7. Playing Field  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action:CB 

Verbal Report  
The trial to allow dogs on leads on the Field had generated some complaints 
on the Village WhatsApp and Members acknowledged that it is a contentious 
issue but sadly people don’t always come to meetings to express their opinions.  
There are dog waste bags at gate and the situation will be monitor and 
discontinued if it’s not working.  Explanatory notices have still to be made and 
posted. 
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Action:CB Update re Lease – nothing to report. 

  

8. Village Hall   

 Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 December 2024. - Noted 

 

 
 

 

Action:CB 

Verbal Report from Trustees  
The Pre-Christmas Drinks was well supported and was an enjoyable event. 
It was reported that Anne Mingins had resigned in early December from taking 
the bookings and the Parish Clerk has taken over the diary and develop the 
online booking system on the website. 
It was noted that nothing about kitchen works had been included in the 
Newsletter which would have been helpful. 

Progress Kitchen Refurbishment 
A grant has been obtained conditional on the work being completed by the 
end of February 2025.  It had not been possible to contact the builder who had 
given the original quotation and, therefore, another reputable builder was 
found who could carry out the work within the timescale and manage the 
trades people needed to complete the job.  Ioan Jones (Treasurer) is now 
managing the project but is currently away on holiday.  Kevin, the new builder 
is managing the trades people, and each will submit invoices separately.   
The kitchen, obtained free of charge from Parlour Farm with the help of Cllr 
Stone and stored in Church Farm Barn, will not now be utilised and the old units 
re-used instead as a cheaper option. 
Inspection by the Building Inspector is now needed before further progress can 
be made. 
Concern was expressed about what would happen to the Parlour Farm units 
and that some explanation should be offered to Parlour Farm as well as being 
consulted on its disposal.         
The Hall is now out of use until the work has been completed.  Sue Gulliford has 
been regularly checking progress.   

  

9. Village Affairs 

 

Action: CB 

Village Litter Pick – Saturday, 5 April 2025 
To be included in the Village Newsletter and on noticeboards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Action: CB 

Newsletter Content  
The Editor had raised concerns about duplication of information, lack of 
content from residents and a general review of the Newsletter purpose.  
Following discussion, it was suggested that: 

• The Editor be asked to put together a survey and give suggestions for types 

of articles required. 

• We should consider a briefer monthly information sheet / email detailing 
dates of what’s on etc. to go out on 1st of the month and a more detailed 
version every 3 months to include residents’ contributions and articles. 

• Link to Newsletter sent out on WhatsApp 

It was unanimously agreed that it should be fed back to the Editor how much 
her work is appreciated, that she is doing a fantastic job with approx. 80% of 
recipients opening the Newsletter email. 
The Survey and the Volunteering message should go out in hard copy as well 
as email. 

 

 

 

 

Action: CB 

Churchyard 
 It was reported that dog waste is being found in the churchyard or bags are 
being disposed of in the green bin which is not allowed.  These issues are to be 
discussed at the next PCC meeting, and, in the meantime, Members agreed to 
procure and cover the cost of suitable notices. 

  

10. Finance 
10.1 Bank Reconciliation and Budget Status up to Date 

RESOLUTION 02/25 
It was resolved to adopt the report as attached. 

10.2 Bills for Payment - None   
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10.3 Budget 2025 – 2026 and Precept Request 
It was agreed to adopt the Budget, as attached and to maintain the Precept 
at its current Band D level of £84.99 pa. despite the tax base being reduce to 
201.7.   This means that the Precept will reduce by £2,554 to £17,142 for the 
coming financial year. 

10.4 Auditors Report 2023 – 2024 
The Clerk confirmed that the External Auditor’s Opinion states: 
Information received from the smaller authority indicates that assets purchased 
during the year have not been included in Section 2, Box 9. And refer to 

purchase of a noticeboard that was not included in the Assets Register. 
10.5 

 

 

Action: CB 

 

Action: CB 

To Consider Further Information Relating to Donations to Village Projects 

Village Hall Refurbishment 
It was agreed that as the work on the kitchen is not yet complete, this item 
should be included on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Additional Equipment for Play Area on the Playing Field. 
This is still on hold pending information regarding the new Lease. 

  

11. Planning 

11.1 New Planning Applications    

11.2 Planning Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting    

 24/02513/FUL.  Siddington Park Cirencester Road GL7 6GU 
Development of land and erection of buildings to expand an existing 
Integrated Retirement Community (Use Class C2), including landscaping, 

parking, access and associated works 
11.3 Planning Applications Awaiting Decision 

 24/02854/OUT  Residential development for up to 280 dwellings, associated 
works including infrastructure, ancillary facilities, open space, landscaping and 
pumping station. Construction of a new vehicular access off Kingshill Lane 
(Outline application) 

24/00766/LBC  and 24/00765/FUL  

Forty Farm Kingshill Lane Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PP 
Conversion of agricultural outbuilding to residential use 

11.4 Decision Notices Received  

24/01102/FUL. Preston Court Siddington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 6ET 
Erection of single storey outbuilding and greenhouse. Erection of single storey 
side extension to garage with conversion of garage loft into ancillary 
accommodation. Installation of rooflights, brise-soleil, roof mounted PV panels 
and flagpole 

Permitted 2 December 2024 

11.5 Planning Correspondence & Other Matters  - None 

11.6 Any Urgent Planning Items Received since Publication of the Agenda 

  

12. Correspondence - None 

  

13 Any Other Business   -  Mr Rawlinson indicated an interest in joining the Parish 
Council should there be a vacancy. 

  

14. Date and Time of Next Meeting      
Thursday, 6 March 2025 at 7pm in the Village Hall  

 
 

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 20.21 


