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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY, 9 MAY 2024 

 
PRESENT: Cllr Mrs J Tomblin (Chairman), Cllr N Price, Cllr A Stone, and Cllr A Miles 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Robert Webber, Chris Sutton, Dot Warren, Sue Gulliford and Mrs C 

Braidwood (Clerk)   
 
1. Election of Chairman  

RESOLUTION 09/24 
Proposed by Alan Stone and Seconded by Nick Price 
Julie Tomblin was unanimously elected to hold office until the Annual Council Meeting 
2025  

2. Election of Vice Chairman   
RESOLUTION 10/24 
Proposed by Julie Tomblin and Seconded by Alan Stone 
Sue Cameron unanimously elected to hold office until the Annual Council Meeting 
2025 

3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: CB 

Councillor’s Portfolios 
Cllr J Tomblin (Chairman) -   Village Hall and Playing Field 
Cllr S Cameron (Vice Chairman) -  Village Hall 
Cllr N Price -  Village Maintenance and Finance 
Cllr A Miles - Neighbourhood Watch 
Cllr A Stone -  Planning and Highways and to assist with Village Hall projects, as 
required 
Cllr Mrs H Lynas – Footpaths 
It was agreed that these should be included in the Village Newsletter 

  
4. Apologies and Reasons for Absence   

 Sue Cameron (Personal) and Helen Lynas (Personal) 
  
5.  
Action: CB 

Declarations of Interest and Update Register of Members’ Interests (as required)  
Nick Price advised that his address needs to be changed. 

  
6. Co-Option to Fill the Vacancy 

RESOLUTION 11/24 
Proposed by Julie Tomblin and Seconded by Nick Price 
Connor Brennan was unanimously elected to fill the Vacancy 

  
7. Acceptance and signing of Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday, 14 March 2024 

RESOLUTION 12/24 
The Minutes were unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record and were 
signed by the Chairman. 

  
8. Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: CB 

Poplar Trees on Playing Field Boundary 
The trees are owned by the Abbey Farms Trust and border the Playing Field.  Cllr Price 
advised that ideally the trees need to come down especially after a swath through the 
plantation had been cut down to prevent them damaging  overhead power lines.  
This has left the remaining trees exposed and vulnerable to high winds.  Members were 
concerned that the dropping branches could injure someone on the Playing Field. The 
Clerk was asked to contact Abbey Farm Estate to explain the situation and ask if there 
are any plans for the trees. 

  
9. Questions from the Public - None 
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10. Playing Field  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action: CB 

Heads of Terms for new Lease 
RESOLUTION 13/24 
It was noted that whilst it has taken a considerable length of time, Members were 
pleased that the Lease for the Playing Field is to be renewed.   The term is for 30 years 
with provision for a break clause after 10 years as follows: 
In addition to clause 6 in the current lease, a new break provision to permit the 
landlord to break the lease at any time after the 10th anniversary subject to 6 months’ 
notice only operable if an adequate alternative site is found by the landlord and on 
the understanding that the Landlord will contribute towards the reasonable costs of 
relocating relevant play equipment.  
It was agreed to request that the Allotments site be included in the Playing Field Lease. 

 Annual Safety Report 
It was noted that the report gives the impression that the equipment is in a worse state 
than it is.  The boundary fence is the responsibility of the Abbey Farm Trust whereas the 
hedge is the responsibility of the Council, but maintenance is not urgent.    

  
11. Village Hall 
 Minutes from the Annual General Meeting and the Committee Meeting both held on 25 

March 2023  - Noted 
 Verbal Update from Trustees  

• The Hall has been redecorated and the Committee is now looking to make 
improvements in the kitchen. 

• Looking for grant to improve insulation. 
• Coffee Mornings are held on the second Friday of the month. 
• Have been asked to organise events for younger members of the village. 
• A new online booking system will be available with the new Council and Village 

website. 
• The next Committee meeting will be held on 3 June. 

  
12. Finance 

12.1 Audit Return for Year Ending 31 March 2024 
12.1.1 Annual Internal Audit Report 

RESOLUTION 14/24 
The Annual Internal Audit Report was received and adopted. 

12.1.2 Annual Governance Statement 
RESOLUTION 15/24 
The Annual Governance Report was received, adopted, and signed by the Chairman 
and the Clerk / RFO. 

12.1.3 Annual Accounting Statements 
RESOLUTION 16/24 
The Annual Accounting Statement was received, adopted, and signed by the 
Chairman and the Clerk / RFO. 

12.2 Budget and Bank Reconciliation up to 30 April 2024 
RESOLUTION 17/24 
The Report was received and adopted as attached. 

12.3 Bills for Payment as detailed on the attached Schedule 
RESOLUTION 18/24 
It was resolved to pay the Bills as detailed on the attached schedule. 

12.5 Renewal of GAPTC Membership 
RESOLUTION 19/24 
It was resolved to renew the Membership. 

12.6 Annual Insurance Renewal  
RESOLUTION 20/24 
It was resolved to renew the 5-year Insurance agreement offered by Zurich Insurance. 

  
13. Planning 
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13.1 New Planning Applications  
24/01082/FUL.  Creed House Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR 
Erection of two-storey rear extension, single-storey side extension, first-floor extension 
and garage conversion 
There was some concern about overdevelopment of the site, but Members agreed 
that no objections would be raised. 

 24/01102/FUL   Preston Court Siddington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 6ET 
Erection of single storey greenhouse/garden room. Erection of single storey side 
extension to garage with conversion of garage loft into ancillary accommodation, 
installation of rooflights, Brise-Soleil, roof mounted PV Panels and flagpole 
Various concerns were raised: 
• Ecology statement – denies water course within 50 m 
• Biodiversity statement contains many inaccuracies 
• Decking is supported over the river – cantilever.   
• 2019 application refers to an open ceiling which is now being converted to living 

accommodation. 
• Dry stone wall is now being rendered. 
• There is no access for building material 
• Started building 2m high walls without planning application. 
• Dumping excavated material on the side of the road without permission.   
It was agreed to finalise the Council’s response by emailing the Clerk with comments 
to be included, 

13.2 Planning Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting 
 24/00822/FUL and 24/00823/LBC  

Forty Farm Kingshill Lane Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire  
Full Application for Erection of 3 No dwellings to replace existing barns, conversion of 
stone threshing barn and attached cow byre into two dwellings and re-use of existing 
Dutch barn for car parking and cycle storage  
No Objections 

 24/00679/LBC     Buttress Cottage 90 Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR 
Replace damaged corrugated asbestos roof sheets of outbuilding with Classic 
Bitumen Corrugated Roof Sheet and add internal fibreglass insulation 
No Objections 

 24/00765/FUL  and  24/00766/LBC  
Forty Farm Kingshill Lane Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire  
Conversion of agricultural outbuilding to residential use 
No Objections 

13.3 Planning Decisions Received 
13.4 Planning Correspondence   

Land West Of Kingshill Lane Cirencester Gloucestershire Gl7 1hs - 
App/F1610/W/24/3341419  
RESOLUTION 21/24 
Following the Appeal by Robert Hitchens Ltd against CDC’s Refusal decision, it was 
unanimously agreed to employ A-Plan Planning Consultants to write a response, 
upholding the Council’s objection to the development, for submission to the Planning 
Inspector .  The draft response prepared by A-Plan Planning was considered.  It was 
agreed that the final response would be circulated to Members by email before being 
submitted to the Planning Inspector. 

  
14. Correspondence 

 Cirencester Waterways: Environment and People Symposium  - 12 June 2024 - Noted 
15. Any Other Business 

Cllr Price confirmed that the 2 oak trees  planted at the entrance to the Village have 
both died and need to be removed.  Include this on the agenda for the next meeting. 

  
16. Date and Time of Next Meeting Thursday, 4 July 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall 

 
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 18.55 

 


