PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 11 JULY 2024

PRESENT:

Clir Mrs J Tomblin (Chairman), Clir A Stone, Clir Mrs S Cameron, Clir N Price, Clir A
Miles

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Clir M Evemy (CDC) and Mrs C Braidwood (Clerk)

1.

2.
2.1
2.2
3.
3.1
3.2
Action: CB
3.3
4.
Action: CB
5.
6.
Chairman

Apologies and Reasons for Absence
ClIr Mrs H Lynas (Personal), Clir C Brennan (Personal) and Clir L Spivey (GCC)

Declarations of Interest & Code of Conduct

To Receive Member's Declarations of Interest indtems on the Agenda - None
To Receive Updates to Members’ Register of Interests

ClIr Price updated his Register of Interest.

Minutes from Previous Meetings

Acceptance and signing of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on
9 May 2024

RESOLUTION 22/24

The Minutes were unanimously agreed as a frue and accurate record and signed by
the Chairman.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Poplar Trees on Playing Field Boundary

ClIr Price advised that some of the Poplar trees are on the Playing Field and the Clerk
was asked to check the lease to determine responsibility.

Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9 May 2024 - Noted

Reports from County and District Councillors
Clir Mike Evemy
e Recent meetings at CDC have been cancelled in the run up to the General
Election.
e Bin collection day changes started on 24 June. There have been some issues
across District but none in Preston. The changes will save approx. £5m.
¢ Some services dre coming back in house from Publica. The first will be Planning.
e This will enable the Council to more effectively set priorities and have more
confrol over finances.
¢ Roz Savage was elected our new MP and is currently going through the
induction process at Westminster. She has yet to set up an office and employ
staff.
e The application for 280 houses on Kingshill Lane has been withdrawn.
e The Local Plan Judicial Review takes place in November.
o The new Labour government intends to make changes to the planning system,
but we have yet to see the details.
24/01102/FUL Preston Court Siddington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 6ET
Clir Evemy explained that the Planner has written to the applicant requesting that
their comments are complied with and explaining the rules relating to flying flags.
Planners require confirmation that bio-diversity conditions are complied with together
with habitat regulations that will be affected by the construction of the garage.
ClIr Stone drew attention to the dumping of excavated material on the Highway.
ClIr Evemy confirmed that the Environment Agency have been made aware of
problems. The Clerk was requested to also contact the Environment Agency
regarding the river having been built over and damned.

Questions and Comments from the Public - None

Chairman’s Report
ClIr Mrs J Tomblin announced that as she had been Chairman for 10 years and will
be standing back from the Chairmanship, the Council and the Village Hall
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Committee next May. She asked if anyone was interested in taking the Chair next
year who might like to work more closely with her in the interim.  Clir Mrs Cameron,
Vice Chairman, confirmed that she did not wish to step up to the role of Chairman
and will step down as Vice Chairman if another comes forward.

Members congratulated Clir Mrs Tomblin on her long service and said how much her
leadership had been appreciated.

The Chairman advised that as well as Clir Brennan who had been co-opted to the
Council at the Annual meeting, another resident had indicated an interest in joining
the Council.

Playing Field

Verbal Report

Nothing to report other than a small amount of rubbish.

ClIr Mrs Cameron asked if the goal nets could be replaced, and it was agreed.
Update re Lease

The Clerk was requested to ask the Trustees if they would be willing to sell the
allotments site and to enquire when the new Lease might be expected.

Village Hall

Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 June 2024 - Noted

Verbal Report from Trustees

The leak near to the toilets has been resolved but there is still leak in the kitchen.

The Clerk confirmed that the online booking system on the new website will be
available shortly.

The outside of the Phone box has been repainted and inside to be done soon.
Request from Village Hall Committee to Fund Replacement Chairs and Tables

In response to the request for Village projects requiring funding, the Village Hall
Committee suggested replacing the existing furniture with chairs and tables that can
be stored on wheeled racks costing approx. £4,000. These would also be suitable for
outside use for the Fete.

The Chairman queried whether it might be better to first atfend to the fabric of the
building, particularly the roof. Mrs Sutton (Chairman = Village Hall Committee)
confirmed that the leak has now been resolved and it is only the roof at the front of
the building that needs some attention.

It was agreed to consider this along with other suggestions. It was further agreed to
include a page on the website for residents to put forward ideas and that there
should be a deadline.

Mrs Sutton confirmed that an 80% grant has been applied for to cover the cost of
insulation in the kitchen.

Village Affairs
20’s Plenty Initiative in Gloucestershire and Our Immediate Area

RESOLUTION 23/24
It was agreed to support the initiative. It was also noted that some of the 30mph
signs in the Village are obscured by trees and bushes. The Clerk was requested to
include an ltem in the Newsletter and to contact Abbey Home Farm about the trees
opposite Wychwood.
Website Progress. - www.prestonparishcouncil.gov.uk
It was agreed that the following should be Included:

e |deas for community benefit funds

e Village Hall booking system

e Coffee Mornings and other Upcoming events such as the Fete and Village Hall

Events

Finance

Bank Reconciliation and Budget Status up to Date
RESOLUTION 24/24

It was resolved to adopt the report as attached
To Approve Bills for Payment - None
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Audit 2023 - 24 Update

The Clerk advised that the Audit Return had been submitted in good time and @
query regarding a variance in the figures from last year has been dealt with.
Payment of Councillor Allowances

RESOLUTION 25/24

It was unanimously agreed not to pay Councillor allowances other than out of
pocket expenses.

Planning
New Planning Applications

24/01563/LBC Old Farm House Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR
Replace 5no. windows on front elevation.

No objections.

Planning Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting

24/00766/LBC and 24/00765/FUL

Forty Farm Kingshill Lane Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PP

Conversion of agricultural outbuilding to residential use

Planning Applications Awaiting Decision

Decision Notices Received

24/01409/TPO Hunters Care Centre Cherry Tree Lane Cirencester Gloucestershire
GL7 5DT

Works to trees with a TPO for T1 - 20m Mature Yew: Crown reduction of up to 2m
Permitted 26 June 2024

24/01082/FUL. Creed House Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR

Erection of two-storey rear extension, single-storey side extension, first-floor extension
and garage conversion. Permitted 10 June 2024

24/00679/LBC Buttress Cottage 90 Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5PR
Replace damaged corrugated asbestos roof sheets of outbuilding with Classic
Bitumen Corrugated Roof Sheet and add internal fibreglass insulation

Consent Granted 24 May 2024

24/00822/FUL and 24/00823/LBC

Forty Farm Kingshill Lane Preston Cirencester Gloucestershire

Full Application for Erection of 3 No dwellings to replace existing barns, conversion of
stone threshing barn and attached cow byre into two dwellings and re-use of
existing Dutch barn for.car parking and cycle storage Withdrawn

Planning Correspondence & Other Matters - None

Correspondence

David Dunbar - Overhead fibre optic cables and poles - Request for Crowdfunding
Support

RESOLUTION 26/24

It was noted that the Village already has underground fibre optics, and it was,
therefore, inappropriate to support.

Ron Bailey - Request for Support for Improved Safety of Lithium Batteries and their
Disposal

RESOLUTION 25/24

It was agreed to support this initiative.

GAPTC - Vacancy on Executive Committee

No one was interested in applying for the vacancy.

Any Other Business

End of Witpit Lane - it was reported that due to lack of verge cutting visibility is
reduced at the junction. The Clerk was requested to contact Gloucestershire
Highways.

Date and Time of Next Meeting Thursday, 12 September 2024 at 7pm in the Village
Hall

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 20.19.
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